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Cast in order of appearance
























































the last of these monuments to have 
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Though the sample is very 
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may themselves not be the earliest form of Cotswold 
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earthen monuments south of a line drawn westwards 
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fresh samples to a rather later phase: probably starting 
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The consequences of a timetable
ȱĴǰȱȱ¢ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ǰȱȱȱǯȱ¢ȱ¢ȱǰȱ











ȱ ȱ ¢ȱ ęȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱ ǻȱ















ȱȱ¢Ȭȱ¢ȱǯȱB?B? and probably in the 
















¢ȱ ȱ ȱ Ĵȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
 ȱȱǯȱ







£ȱ ȱ ȱ ęȱ ȱ ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱ ȱȱȱȱȱ
Ȭȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ȱȱǻȱŗşşŖǰȱŘŚŖǼǰȱȱ ȱȱȱ-
tivity to have endured for between ŗȮŗŞśȱ¢ȱ(şśƖȱ
¢ǲȱ
£ȱǱȱǯȱśǼǰȱȱŗȮŝśȱ¢ȱ
(ŜŞƖȱ¢Ǽǯȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱ ȱ
ȱ¢ȱȱȱȱȬȱ
ȱȱ
£ȱǻ ȱȱ. this issue), our 
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ














There is no support yet for independent (free-
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sites remains small. 
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relationship, even if the relative order of the two sites 
would not have been apparent from them. There 
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of the monument). 
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used for deposition over two to three generations, 
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The dominant rites at these monuments seem to 
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are in the southern outer passage area, dating to the 
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of their use may be only one to two generations, and 
perhaps even within one generation. 
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in terms of the human generation and the human 












puberty, the span of female fertility and the average 
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lifespans. A grandmother 70 years old remembering 
things told to her when young, as a girl of say ten, 
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on the simple time estimates used here up to some 
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of the monument dates to between ǯȱřŜŞŖȱȱřŜŚŖȱ
ǯȱB?B?, whereas in the passages it dates to between 
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depending on variables, somewhat longer if burial in 
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interred in the later stages at least of the life of that 
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and brought in from elsewhere, while in the suggested 
ȱȱȱ ȱȱȱȱȱ-
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱǻ¢ȱ




ȱ ǰ to remains that may have been deposited 
¢ȱ ȱ ȱ ǲȱ  ȱ ȱ ȱ
¡ȱȱȱȱȱǯȱȱȱ
in the papers above, we have modelled the possibil-
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ǯȱB?B?, and the rather later single deposition in the 





















of these monuments had got underway from the 









an alignment with the deeds of earlier generations, 
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two transepted monuments, and that others may well 
have been built in the interval between them.)
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dimension of these monuments, we need to return to 
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human remains, while others in the same monument 
are empty, or nearly so.
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of the last people deposited there was an older woman, 
interred alone in the northern outer passage. The last 
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needs to be tempered with the results of the dating 
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monuments may have been used for only a generation 
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ȱ¢ȱǯȱB?B? and perhaps to the thirty-ninth. 
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information presently available from human bone 
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more preeminent groups established themselves, and 
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through elaborate mortuary rituals and then even 
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to be other, slightly earlier sites, that would not nul-
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use, but old ways had not been entirely abandoned, 
as witnessed perhaps by the wild animals present in 
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have fought over. The same might be said of the low-
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sharing and generosity and relationships with animals 
and nature were previously based around notions of 
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than monumental mounds. 
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one hand that not many years would elapse between 
great building events somewhere along the length 
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and of an intense dialogue going on about the right 
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suggested a limit of 200 years for the normal transmis-
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realms of ideas and memory. 
The history and performance of an idea
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Building for the Dead

































that now begins to be given to both the individual 
















of human mortality itself. 
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were integral to the initiation of sites as a whole, while 
ȱ ȱȱǰȱȱ¢ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ǵ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ǰȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ǰȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ
ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ǻȱ ŗşŚşǲȱ ȱ
ŗşŜŜǲȱ
ȱŗşŞŚǲ ŗşşŞǲȱ¢ȱŗşşřǲȱȱȱ-




ȱ ǻŗşŞŚǰȱ śşǼǰȱ  ȱ ȱ ȱ
¢ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ





(Jeunesse ȱ ǯȱ ŘŖŖŚǼȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ¢ȱ ȱ ȱ
ȱ ȱ ǻ¢ȱ ŗşşŘǼǯȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ȱ ȱȱȱ ȱȱȱȱ ȱȱ
built in southern Britain before ǯȱřŝśŖȱǯȱB?B?, and so 
 ȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱȱ ȱ
 ȱȱ¢ȱę¢ȱǯȱ














ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ĴȱȱȱȱȱȱȱęĞȱ¢ȱ









ȱ ȱ ȱ  ǰȱ ȱ ȱ
ǵȱȱ¢ȱȱȱ¢Ȃȱ¢ȱǰȱȱ













ȱ ǯȱ B?B?ȱ ȱ ȱ ¢ȱȱ ȱ ȱ




























ǰȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ¢ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱ¢ȱęȱĞȱ











ǯȱB?B?ȱȱ ȱ ¢Ȭȱ ȱ ¢Ȭȱ ¢ȱ
ǯȱ B?B?ȱ ¢ǲȱ ȱ ȱ ¢ȱ ǰȱ ȱ
¢ȱȱȱȱ ȱȱȱȱ ȱęȱ ȱȱ
and long barrows and possibly older.13ȱ ȱ




























ŚǼǱȱ ȁȱ Ȃȱ ȱ ¢ȱ ¢ȱ ǻŘŖŖŜǼȱ
ȱ ȱ ǯȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ęȱȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ
ǯȱ ȱ ȱ  ȱ ǯȱ ȱ
¢ȱȱȱȱěȱȱȱȱ
ǯȱ ȱ ĴȬȬ¢ ǰȱ  ȱ ȱ
ȱȱȱȱȱȱ ȱȱȱ
ǰȱ ȱ¢ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱ ȱȱ
141







But the same possibility does not 
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Endings no less than beginnings were therefore 
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these events as endings, rather than moments of 
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barrows, with the assembly and treatment of the dead, 
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ble isotope results on human remains from Caldey 
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